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A Look Back at the Cleveland Guardians’ Season
Zackory Langin
Gavel Contributor
The Cleveland Guardians
exceeded most expectations
in their inaugural season.
They finished the regular
season at 92-70 (they finished 46-35 at home and on
the road, marking the second year in a row with identical records at home and on
the road), well exceeding
the consensus win total of
75.5. Entering the season,
Cleveland was expected
to finish fourth in the division, with only the Kansas
City Royals behind them.
Cleveland won the division
with the youngest team in
Major League Baseball (the
team’s average age was even
younger than the Columbus
Clippers’ average age, their
AAA affiliate).
The question entering this
season was whether the offense could improve from

Oscar Gonzalez and his Cleveland Guardians teammates celebrate an unfathomable 15-inning victory after a deep homerun against the Tampa Bay Rays as the
Spongebob SquarePants theme song plays over the speakers.
cleveland.com

last season, as they had been
shutout thirteen times in
2021. In 2022, Cleveland,
with the help of rookie
Steven Kwan, lowered their
strikeout rate to a leagueleading 18.5%. Terry Francona told Jose Ramirez in
spring training that he would
have to be the leader of this
young team. Jose became
the fan-favorite in Cleveland
and both led the American
League in doubles (46) and
was second in the American

League in RBI’s (130).
Pitcher Triston McKenzie
was amongst the rising stars
this season and solidified
himself as the solid number
two starter behind Shane
Bieber. McKenzie did allow
twenty-five home runs in
thirty regular season starts.
While McKenzie is vulnerable to the home run, he
was amongst the top twenty
pitchers in strikeouts this
season, averaging approximately one strikeout per in-

ning (190 strikeouts in 191.1
regular season innings). He
should continue to be one
of the rising stars in the
league and will be a future
Cy Young Award candidate.
Francona has found his onetwo punch in his starting
rotation.
All season long, the bullpen was spectacular for
Cleveland. Heading into
the postseason, Cleveland’s
bullpen had their clear go-to
guys in Trevor Stephan,

Keep an eye out for more spooky pets in this year’s HALLOWEEN PETS issue, like Hannah Balas’s favorite feline felon: “Too Cute“ Mia.
Photo by Hannah Balas

James Karinchak, and, of
course, Emmanuel Clase.
Clase led the league with
forty-two regular season
saves and is another young
stud on this roster destined
for success in the future.
Cleveland’s affinity for
extra-inning games and last
at-bat wins followed them
into the postseason. Oscar
Gonzalez capped off the first
series against the Tampa
Bay Rays with a walk-off
solo home run in the fifteenth inning of a scoreless
game to send them to the
American League Divisional
Series with the New York
Yankees waiting for them.
Cleveland jumped to a 2-1
lead in the divisional series
against the Yankees thanks
to a ninth inning rally resulting in a walk-off win. However, the Yankees would win
the following two games
to win the series and end
Cleveland’s Cinderella type
season.
Looking forward, this is
clearly just the starting point
for this young squad. While
some fans are disappointed
in the divisional round
exit from the playoffs, it’s
important to look back and
understand that the rebuild
for Cleveland only took
one year. Combined with
being the youngest team in
baseball, our fanbase should
be proud of the Guardians’
success this season.
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Featured Faculty:
Shih-Chun (Steven) Chien
Miriam Kobella
Gavel Contributor
Professor Chien is the type
of person that can encourage you on a personal and
professional level. Talking
to him made me think that
“the sky is the limit.” His
positive, decisive, and openminded attitude towards
life, along with his passion
for law and education made
my interview with him a
refreshing experience.
Professor Chien loves
hiking. In his free time, he
likes to spend time with his
cat and dog, and travel to
visit family. He also enjoys
baseball. He has an extensive curriculum that includes international education, social science research,
and more than 15 years of
experience in the criminal
law area. He remembers
that growing up he never
stayed more than 2 years in
one city, as he moved back

and forth from Taiwan to
Hong Kong. Being exposed
to different cultures, languages, and diverse ways
of doing things shaped his
global vision of life and law.
Professor Chien’s subject
of interest is criminal law,
because it is the area where
the state exercises the most
power. Therefore, it impacts human life the most.
Currently, he works with
the prosecutors to change
the culture of criminal law.
Through his research with
the American Bar Foundation on topics related to professional ethics in the areas
of criminal law and procedure and diversity, equity
and inclusion in the legal
education and profession, he
looks forward to making an
impact in the current criminal procedure system and
society. Professor Chien
shoots for the moon.
I was curious to know
his point of view about the
challenges that an interna-

tional student faces when
coming to the U.S. to pursue
a legal education. He
wisely mentioned that when
one comes from another
country, everything that
person knows will be the
string in their legal career.
Going back to his first few
months as a JSD student at
Stanford Law School, he
had to overcome different
obstacles such as language
barriers, cultural changes,
and the challenge of quickly
picking up the scene of the
American legal system,
while adjusting to the education style in the U.S. He
also pointed out that American students can gather
experience from talking to
a student or a lawyer that
comes from a different legal
system and background.
He encourages the students
to ask how things are done
differently in other countries
because learning how to
think and communicate with
other lawyers and clients is

one of the keys in the legal
profession.
He thinks that students
should set high standards
and make our educational
experience useful and
meaningful. When asked
what advice he would give
to law students, he stressed
that staying highly motivated and knowing what
you want to do is important.
He stated: “Don’t just think
about what you will do after
you become a lawyer, but
find your role model. Ask
that person how did you get
there? What do I need to
do to get there? Use your
support system. Use the
tools that the school gives
you. Talk to your professors. There is a constructive
process in a conversation
between a professor and a
student.”
Professor Chien is inspirational. He likes to share
his knowledge and he looks
forward to changing the
system for the better. As he
said, “Once you find your
true passion you can overcome anything.”

~ Contact Us ~
gavel@csuohio.edu

~ Halloween Pets ~

~Office~

Astro Zachary Zevchik’s
Dog

1801 Euclid Ave,
LB 62C
Cleveland, OH 44115

twitter.com

Featured Faculty:
Heidi Gorovitz Robertson

Jennifer Molnar
Gavel Contributor

My interview with Professor Heidi Gorovitz Robertson began just as I anticipated. She opened the door
to her office and greeted
me with the same exuberance we have all come to
expect when entering her
classroom. Her office is
warm and inviting, with two
very lived-in chairs, natural light from the vaulted
window, and floor-to-ceiling
shelves lined with awards
and books. One very notable
book sits front and center,
Strategies and Techniques
for Teaching Environmental Law by Heidi Gorovitz
Robertson. Pictures of her
kids are featured throughout
the room, a present reminder of the life she leads

outside this building.
Professor Robertson has
been at Cleveland Marshall
for well over twenty-five
years, teaching a range of
classes from Environmental
Law, Property Law, Energy
Law, and the 1L crowd
pleaser, Legislation and the
Regulatory State (affectionately referred to as LegReg). Her list of published
works is too long to fit in
this column, but the titles
in her literary canon offer a glimpse into her legal
interests. She has published
articles discussing public
rights to private property,
the Clean Air Act, oil and
gas, and numerous other environmental pieces. She has
traveled the world, speaking
about environmental law
in England, Russia, Swe-

den, India, Spain, and most
recently, Scotland. By the
looks of it, Professor Robertson is an environmental
evangelist.
As all 1Ls learn in her LegReg course, legislation exists for many purposes, one
being the existence of the
nontraditional client. Going into my interview with
Professor Robertson, I understood her nontraditional
client to be the environment.
Her legal background and
many pilgrimages overseas
to speak about environmental law leave the impression
of a caped crusader using
her law degree to save the
earth. I was surprised to
find out that, like most law
students, she entered law
school with no idea where
she was headed. She hap-

Blueberry Ayah Ighneim’s Dog
Harlow Stevie Holbrook’s Cat
Harlow -

pened to take an opportunity
Kaitlyn Posta’s Cat
in her second year of law
school, which incidentally
Mia opened the door to environHannah Balas’s Cat
mental law.
During the interview, ProMystic fessor Robertson mused that
Catelyn Cook’s Cat
most students do not come
to law school knowing what
Roux Davis type of law they will practice. It all amounts to being
Brandy Davis’s Dog
open-minded, embracing
opportunities, and networkTommy ing with other students and
Jennifer Lutz’s Dog
practicing lawyers. You
never know when an opTrixie portunity will arise. ProfesRachel Reinbolt’s
sor Robertson explained
Rabbit
how she considers herself
an academic, studying the
law and evaluating how it
impacts the environment. As
the daughter of a philosophy professor and being a
SEE ROBERTSON, page 3
former middle school social
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ROBERTSON
From page 2
studies teacher, Professor Robertson’s interest
and passions lie in education, and her nontraditional
clients are the students
frequenting the halls of
C|M|LAW.
Her daughter was only
six weeks old when she
began teaching law, so her
enthusiastic and nurturing
teaching style stems from
her experience as a mother
of two children. Her children are now grown, but the
mothering persists with her
love of teaching “curious
and enthusiastic” first-year
students. As we spoke
about her children, she
quickly began recommending books about raising
toddlers as we bonded over
the unique experience of
raising babies while chasing
dreams. The penchant for
teaching never ends, even
when it comes to parenting.
Professor Robertson may
be a distinguished scholar,
professor, and lawyer, but
our chat about motherhood
reminds me that her proudest accomplishments are her
two children.
While her repertoire of
awards and published works
are well-known by many

and can be perused at will
by anyone with access to
the internet, her impact on
student success and her crusade to reform law school
procedures are not as familiar. Unbeknownst to many,
Professor Robertson helped
pave the way for many
of the student resources
C|M|LAW students rely on
today. Serving as Associate
Dean of Student Success,
Professor Robertson pushed
for professors to provide
feedback and exam practice opportunities, which
she found was lacking in
the pedagogical practices
of law school professors
during her time as a student.
Along with the help of other
student success advocates,
Professor Robertson also
instituted the Academic
Excellence Program here at
C|M|LAW. This program recruits high-achieving upperdivision students to provide
supplemental feedback and
practice to first-year law
students. Her many years of
experience as a teacher, and
as a lifelong academic, have
driven Professor Robertson
to advocate for students and
professors, helping to create
a more dynamic and accessible law school experience
right here at C|M|LAW.

Professor Robertson
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law

C|M|LAW Cohosts a Film Festival
Reece Barnett
Gavel Contributor
The law school, alongside
the CSU School of Film
and Media arts, cohosted
a 3-day film festival from
October 27-October 29,
2022. The Festival called
All Rise: A Festival of Law
and Film, had events held
at Playhouse Square and
screenings were at the Westfield Studio Theater, CSU’s
School of Film and Media
Arts, and the Moot Court
Room, right here in the law
school.
There was a total of five
feature length films and
each screening was preceded by a short film related
to the topic and followed by
a panel discussion. The festival concluded each night
with a reception. The five
featured films were Finding
Kendrick Johnson, A Few
Good Men, The First Step,
The Pez Outlaw, and Dark
Waters.
Finding Kendrick Johnson is a 2021 documentary
about the 2013 murder of a
high school student named
Kendrick Johnson, who was
discovered inside a vertical
rolled-up wrestling mat in
his high school’s gymnasium. The documentary is a
result of a four-year undercover investigation into the
facts of this case after his
death was originally ruled
accidental.
A Few Good Men is a 1992
legal drama directed by Rob
Reiner and starring Tom
Cruise, Jack Nicholson and
Demi Moore following the
court-martial of two United
States Marines charged with
the murder of a fellow Marine. It highlights the tribulations of their lawyers as
they prepare a case, as well
as a mission, to prove who
is responsible for the crime.
The First Step is a 2021
documentary that premiered
at the Tribeca Film Festival
directed by Brandon Kramer. It follows news and political commentator, author,
and lawyer Van Jones as he
pushes for criminal justice
reform.
The Pez Outlaw is a documentary about a man who
travels to Eastern Europe
after the fall of the Berlin
Wall to find Pez dispensers
that got lost in Soviet territory to sell to other collec-

Cleveland State University (Top Picture)
cleveland.com (Bottom Picture)

tors for a fortune. He later
runs into trouble with the
PEZ® candy company over
intellectual property as the
Pez dispensers he brought
back from Eastern Europe
were not authorized to
circulate in the U.S. It is the
newest movie being shown
as it just appeared at the
2022 SXSW Film Festival.
The final film is Dark
Waters, a 2019 legal thriller
starring Mark Ruffalo based
on the 2016 New York
Times Magazine article,
“The Lawyer Who Became
DuPont’s Worst Nightmare.” It is a dramatized
version of Ohio environmental attorney Robert Billot’s case against Chemical
manufacturing corporation
DuPont after they contaminated a town with unregulated chemicals. The first
three movies were shown
on Friday October 28th and
the last two were shown on
Saturday October 29th.
The festival kicked off on

October 27th with keynote
speaker screenwriter and
producer Angela RussoOtstot, who is also president
of creative at entertainment
company AGBO. She is best
known for her work on films
such as Captain America:
The Winter Soldier and
Cherry, and is the sister of
famous Marvel directors
Joe and Anthony Russo aka
the Russo Brothers. The
moderator for the event was
president of the nonprofit
Greater Cleveland Fil Commission, Bill Garvey.
Part of the reason for the
festival is the hope that
conversations from festival
goers will inspire more filmmaking in the region. With
a potential competition,
such as short film or short
script competitions, in next
year’s festival as thanks to a
generous gift from Lee and
Ageleke Zapis, the festival
is funded for the next two
years. The event was free
and open to the public.
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An Interview and Report on Life in Florida After Hurricane Ian
County Main Campus
“I made sure to have enough essentials, and having some
library.
When
asked
about
bottled water for a few days, ice to help preserve food a
Maria Ivanov
the impact on his job, Brett charged devices, and had ice bit longer in the refrigerator/
Gavel Contributor
explained, “My office was
available to keep the refrig- freezer, there is not much
The events of Hurricane
closed for three days from
erator/freezer cooler longer else to do. I did, however,
Ian were insurmountable.
Wednesday to Friday and
in the event of a prolonged learn which areas of CenResidents of Florida were
the library system as a
power outage. Living this
tral Florida are prone to
left homeless, houses were whole closed from Wednes- far inland, there is really
flooding and know which
completely flooded, and the day to Sunday. Grocery
nothing to do to prepare
neighborhoods and areas of
national guard could only
stores, restaurants, and other outside of what I already
town to avoid the next time
assist in what they could.
essentials closed for about
did. Outside of making sure I move.”
There were devastating loss- 24-36 hours during the
tree branches are trimmed,
When questioned if he
es for hundreds of people as worst of the storm.”
stocking up on a few extra
personally knew anyone
the hurricane struck all parts In preparation, Brett stated, days worth of water and
who suffered damages,
of Florida. Residents evacuated to the central areas of
the state, such as Orlando,
in order to ensure their
safety before the hurricane
hit.
One resident, Brett Van
Wagner who resides in Orlando, shared some insight
into the impacts Hurricane
Ian had on him. “This was, I
believe, my third hurricane
since moving to Orlando.
Hurricane Irma in 2017
was worse as far as overall
impact for me, as I had a
multi-day power outage
with Irma. This hurricane
just had some minor power
interruptions.”
The abve picture only begins to show the destruction caused by this Category 4 hurricane. For instance, AP News reports that HurBrett Van Wagner is
rican Ian koncked out about 25% of all Florida electricity.
an employee at Orange
AP News

Brett shared, “A co-worker
of mine that lives in a flood
zone in a more rural area of
Central Florida got about
six inches of water in his
garage and sunroom that
will require carpet/floor replacement.” Carla and Bob
Bailey recently purchased
a home in Cape Coral,
Florida. Luckily, they were
left with no water damage,
only trees that needed to be
cleaned up around their yard
and some damage to the
cover by their pool. On the
other hand, those they know
in nearby Fort Myers were
hit pretty badly.
Little by little, the residents of Florida will have
to adjust by fixing what the
flooding ruined and making
home repairs. Hurricanes
come with living in sunny
Florida. It is something that
people have to plan and prepare for to the best of their
abilities. Hurricane Ian hit
Florida with a lot of destruction. Surely, this will not
be the last hurricane that
Florida faces. In their bestefforts people will adjust to
cleaning up the mess and
moving forward.

King Charles’s Visit to C|M|LAW: A Retrospective
Jennifer Lutz
Gavel Contributor
As someone who has
always been fascinated
by the royal family, I was
absolutely astounded when
I found out from Dean
Fisher’s September 19th
Monday Morning Message
and the attached WKYC
article that our law school
has been touched by royalty.
The newly crowned King
Charles III, then just Prince
of Wales, visited ClevelandMarshall College of Law on
October 20, 1977, as part of
his tour of Cleveland. Prince
Charles was invited to the
law school to dedicate its
new building, which he did
so very eloquently.
It was a wonderful day
filled with lots of excitement from students and
faculty alike. Many important guests were there like
1977 position holders of

in the day of Dean Fisher’s
morning message and made
a point to stay after class
and inquire for the firsthand
anecdotes. Professor Lazarus was so kind to share his
fond memories of the day
with me.
However, everything on
the day of Prince Charles’
visit didn’t go according to plan. In fact, this is
where an important tie to
this very newspaper, The
Gavel, comes into play.
As guests of the special
day made their way into
King Charles delivering a proclamation to the Moot Court Room,
the Accession Council.
and Prince Charles began
belfastlive.co.uk
reciting his speech, Jack
Ohio, Governor Jim Rhodes
Kilroy- the editor-in-chief
and Cleveland Mayor Ralph
of The Gavel at the time and
Perk. I was most excited
a third-year law student,
to hear that two current
rose to his feet and shouted
Cleveland-Marshall proout at the Prince, “When
fessors, Stephen Lazarus
are you going to stop torand David Forte, were in
turing political prisoners
attendance, though. Coinin Northern Ireland?”. The
cidentally, I had Torts class
crowd gasped and Kilroy
with Professor Lazarus later
was swiftly removed by the

Picture of The Gavel’s 1977 article on
King Charles’s visit.
https://www.law.csuohio.edu/academics/
curriculum/studentpublications/gavel

Prince’s security. Prince
Charles made a joke about
hoping there were no more
Irish in the room and moved
on with his dedication.

In his speech, Prince
Charles praised John Adams
for his enlightened view
that, “A government should
be of laws and not men,”
and reminded the crowd
that those who, “operate
and understand the law are
basically the guardians”
of “democratic traditions.”
This very much echoes
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law’s motto today
to “learn law, live justice”.
As Dean Fisher wrote in his
morning message, “45 years
later, then-Prince Charles’,
now King Charles III, words
still echo not only in the
halls of our law school, but
also in the conscience of our
nation.” There is a plaque
commemorating the extraordinarily unique, special, and
only royal visit to Cleveland-Marshall College of
Law outside the Moot Court
Room available for perusal.

The Gavel welcomes all readers to reflect on our Paper’s former stories within future issues! Former issues of The Gavel can be read at:
https://www.law.csuohio.edu/academics/curriculum/studentpublications/gavel
LEARN LAW. LIVE JUSTICE. RELIVE THE PAST.
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Happy Halloween From the Pets of C|M| Law!

Kaitlyn Posta’s cat, Harlow, is ready for the rodeo!
Photo by Kaitlyn Posta
Stevie Holbrook’s cat, also named Harlow, looking spook-tacular in
orange.
Photo by Stevie Holbrook

Roux Davis looking fur-ocious dressed as the Cowardly Lion!
Photo by Brandy Davis

Zachary Zevchik’s adorable dog, Astro, is really living up to his
name this Halloween!
Photo by Zachary Zevchik

The Gavel wants to say a special thank you to everyone
who submitted pictures of their pets!
Tommy is ready to paw-ty in his adorable pumpkin costume!
Photo by Jennifer Lutz

See more HALLOWEEN PETS on page 8!
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SBA Senate Election Draws Unusual Interest
Philipp Corfman
Gavel Contributor
Note: the writer is one of
the newly-elected Senators.
This fall, after a historically active campaign, the
CSU C|M|LAW Student Bar
Association (SBA) welcomed seven newly-elected
Senators and three at-large
Senators with a mandate
to vigorously advocate for
students’ interests.
The newly-elected class of
Senators includes: Adri Perez, Grace Warren, Kyndal
Hutchison, and Philipp Corfman, who will all represent
the 1L class; Anita Poole,
who will represent the 1LE
class; J. Fergus Gallagher,
who will represent the 2LE
class; and Michelle Ilo, who
will represent LLM/MLS
students.
In addition to the elected
Senators, the SBA has appointed three at-large Senators: Cecilia Payne, Gilbert
Jones, and Julian Gilbert.
These appointments occur if there are vacant seats
remaining after an election.
This year, to fill three open
seats, the SBA solicited
applications from students
after the election. The
President then reviewed the
applications, selected three,
and submitted them to the
SBA Senate for approval at
their October 9th meeting.

According to SBA President Christina O’Brien, “the
SBA’s role is to act as an
advocate and a conduit between the student body and
both the law school and the
University administrations.”
The SBA serves as the voice
of the students, speaking
up about students’ concerns
and pushing for changes,
large and small, to meet the
needs of a diverse student
body. SBA Senators and executive officers play an institutional role in university
decision-making regarding
curriculum, academic standards, and other areas that
affect student life. Senators
serve on SBA committees
focused on diversity, wellness, academic reform, and
advocacy for non-traditional
students. Additionally, the
SBA distributes funds to
student organizations.
O’Brien is excited about
the new class of Senators,
which is “the largest we
have seen in a number of
years.” With this newfound
interest and engagement,
she hopes to “recreate
community in law school”
which was lost during zoom
classes, in part through the
new President’s Council
made up of the leaders of
our student organizations.
The fall 2022 campaign
was quite active, as anyone
walking by the bulletin
boards in late September

could attest. Almost every
election was contested, and
the four 1L Senate seats
alone drew ten candidates.
According to SBA Elections
Committee Chair Gabrielle
Hartstein, students now
have “a FULL SBA governing body, for the first time in
a very long time.”
The vigorous campaign
also, however, brought newfound scrutiny to the SBA
elections guidelines. As they
currently exist, the guidelines are outdated and often
contradict the SBA’s constitution and bylaws, causing
considerable confusion to
candidates and voters. To
address this, Hartstein and
the Election Committee plan
to “meet in the next coming
weeks to review the election
guidelines to clean up the
ambiguous language, make
sure it matches the constitution/bylaws, and ensure
that the proper channels are
being used when it comes
to the election and voting
process.”
As the SBA begins its new
term, students are encouraged to bring any concerns
or ideas they may have to
their Senators. Their contact
information is posted on the
wall by the lockers.
The next SBA elections,
which will select Executive
Board members and decide
whether to reelect or replace
current Senators, will be
held in spring, 2023.

An Anonymous 3L’s Nomination of Dana Bye
October Member of the Month:

“I would like to nominate Dana Bye for member of the
month. As budget requesting approaches, Dana promptly
met with me to discuss the nuances of funding for my student organization. Not only did she provide useful advice,
but she seemed to be an expert in funding already. She
was so helpful and professional. She has gone above and
beyond!”

Phil Shipman’s Nomination of Will Olmstead
September Member of the Month:

“Not only is William an excellent student who has always
been more than willing to help lift up those around him,
but he has put law school on hold for the next year while
he returns to the Army. Instead of spending his 2L year in
the library studying, he will be serving our country overseas. There is no one more deserving of SBA member of
the month than this young man who put his dreams on
hold to serve others.”

Minimum Wage Rises in Ohio
of $5.15 to $6.85 an hour,
then indexed it to inflation.
Because of this amendment,
Ohio lawmakers need not
Minimum wage earners
act in order for the State’s
in the State of Ohio are
wage minimum to increase,
due to get a raise next year,
as it is tied to the Consumer
an increase from $9.30 to
Price Index.
$10.10 an hour. While the
This is helpful for supfederal minimum wage has
porters of the increase, as
remained at $7.25 an hour
such measures are usually
since 2009, more than half
met with a high degree of
of U.S. States have set their
controversy. Critics allege
minimum wage rates above
that government mandated
the federal rate. Ohio can
wage floors drive inflation
trace its minimum wage inand create unemployment,
crease to 2006, when voters
while proponents insist that
approved a ballot initiative
these wage increases are a
to amend the State Constiresponse to inflation rather
tution. The Fair Minimum
than a cause and strengthen
Wage Amendment raised
the economy by raising
the State’s wage floor from
disposable incomes.
the then federal minimum
The link between the
Matthew Dominik
Gavel Contributor

minimum wage rate and
consumer prices has never
been difficult to correlate.
According to the Cost-ofLiving Index, Ohio is more
than ten points behind the
national average and has
the highest minimum wage
of any of its neighbors.
Michigan, West Virginia,
Kentucky, and Indiana have
a nearly identical cost of living to Ohio, while Pennsylvania’s is much higher. Only
West Virginia and Michigan
have set wage floors above
the $7.25 minimum, and
only Michigan’s is nearly as
high as Ohio’s.
The minimum wage’s effect on employment is just
as opaque. Ohio’s unemployment rate for August

of 2022 was 4%, while all
of its neighboring States
besides Indiana were within
0.02% of Ohio.
One thing that is not in
dispute is that wages have
not kept up with inflation in
a very long time. Real inflation adjusted hourly earnings for production workers
and non-supervisors had
cratered over the past four
decades, only recovering
from a 1974 peak in 2019,
with inflation increasing
over 400% in the same time
period in line with real economic growth. This means
that rank and file workers
had been getting poorer in
America even as the country
became wealthier overall.
This effect, described as a

growing income inequality, has resulted in an everwidening gulf between the
highest earners and those of
the typical American household.
One proposed solution to
this issue is to increase the
baseline hourly rates of the
labor sector classified as
“unskilled”, who typically
earn at or close to the legal
minimum. The theory goes
that raising the price of labor at the bottom would elevate the bargaining power
of skilled and professional
laborers above, working to
counteract some of the awesome bargaining power of
SEE MINIMUM WAGE,
page 7

Write for The Gavel: E-mail submissions to gavel@csuohio.edu
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MINIMUM WAGE
From page 6
those at the top.
Like the minimum wage
itself, this theory has its
supporters and detractors.
Labor unions, who often
base their negotiated wage
levels off of the local legal
minimum, are in favor, even
backing a national campaign to raise the federal
minimum to $15 an hour.
Business associations,
including those representing
businesses in the restaurant
and hospitality sector, oppose these measures. They
contend significant increases in the minimum wage are
a threat to the profitability
of their business models.
As these debates rage on,
Ohioans can at least count
on a statute that protects
their wages from losing
value in the face of inflation, even if it doesn’t raise
them above it.

A Robot Who Waves But Not Walks?
Tesla’s Humanoid Robot
Musk has created a streamlined engineering model
where different projects can
In late September, Tesla
“double dip” from one anunveiled “Optimus,” their
other, creating new products
humanoid robot prototype
quicker.
that they hope will launch in
What sets Tesla apart is
the next three to five years.
that they are designing
Elon Musk, the founder
robots to take over facof Tesla, wants Tesla to be
tory work, describing it as
more than just a company
a next-generation robot. In
that makes cool cars; he
addition, the price point is
wants Tesla to be one of the
low in comparison to other
world leaders in artificial
humanoid robots. Tesla is
intelligence.
aiming for a $20,000 cap,
Musk is aiming to produce
whereas others fall closer to
millions of these robots to
the $100,000 range.
take over all sorts of tasks
Optimus has undergone
for the average person. Due
rigorous testing and ento Tesla manufacturing cars gineering. This includes
with intense technologidesigning it so if it falls
cal capability, they already
directly on its face, it won’t
have a lot of the framework
break. According to Musk,
needed to manufacture such
“[t]he robot can do a lot
robots.
more than we showed you,
Allison Younger
Gavel Contributor

A humanoid robot developed by Tesla, known as Tesla Bot or Optimus, is shown in a
frame grab from the live video of Tesla’s AI Day streamed on August 20, 2022.
Handout via REUTERS

but we just didn’t want it
to fall on its face.” Tesla
remains a leader in the engineering technology sphere,
but they are carving their
own lane with this latest
project.

The Gavel wants to thank
Allison Younger for writing two articles for this
month’s issue.

Suspicious Explosions Surrounding Nord Pipeline Damage Leads
to Suspension of Service and Finger Pointing
Allison Younger
Gavel Contributor

In late September, two
underwater pipelines
carrying gas to Europe
from Russia were attacked, creating a substantial gas leak in the
Baltic Sea. Substantial
pressure drops were
reported on September
26th in the number 1
and 2 pipelines, with
three separate leaks
being identified. Interestingly, seismologists
from Denmark and
Sweden suggest that
there were explosions,
around 100 kilograms
of TNT-level, that
caused the damage to
the pipelines.
Surprisingly, gas leaks
are relatively harmless
for the environment in
its surrounding area, but
it raises concerns with
climate experts. The
release of methane from
the damaged pipelines
could impact climate
change significantly.

Damage shown of the gas leak from the Nord Pipeline in the Baltic Sea.
Skynews.com

Further, the damage
could take some serious time to repair due
to the location being
under sea. This underwater location creates
an elongated timeline
to pump out water and
to remove debris from
the explosions, in addition to the internal pipes
being exposed to deep
seawater that they are
not designed for.
The damage fix budget could creep into the

billions, with a less than
optimistic outlook on
how quickly it can be
fixed. According to the
BBC, the damage accounts for 50 meters of
pipe, completely suspending use until further notice.
The nature of the
explosions opens the
door to a line of thinking about sabotage, so
NATO and the European Union will likely
launch their own inde-

pendent investigations
into these explosions.
Russia demanded to
also be a part of the
investigation due to the
international waters the
pipeline runs through,
but Denmark and Sweden refused, wanting to
take an objective look
at the situation. The
United Nations Security
Council is meeting to
discuss the matter and
decide how to move forward.

With the war against
Ukraine still raging between Ukraine and Russia, pipeline discussions
will likely have to wait
until the war is settled.
Relatedly, the damaged
portions of the pipeline
are missing, thought to
be buried in the seabed.
Tensions are high in this
region and suspicious
explosions only add to
the finger pointing and
destruction.
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Cleveland Police Now Required to Release Body
and Dash Camera Footage
Steve Legerski
Gavel Contributor
What is the quid pro
quo for the police? If the
Cleveland Police are required to release this footage, shouldn’t they, in the
same seven-day period,
be allowed to also release
contemporaneously both
the (a) character evidence
of the purported criminal
and/or (b) evidence of any
other crime, wrong, or act
committed prior to the use
of force by the purported
criminal to show what danger and situation they were
facing during the event
in question? In addition,
should police during this
seven-day window show
evidence of a person’s habits to prove that on a particular occasion the person
acted in accordance with
the habit(s)? This is permitted by the Federal Rules of
Evidence.
The city of Cleveland will
be required to release
body camera or dash
camera footage of police
use-of-force incidents

within seven days after
council passed legislation
on Wednesday, August 10,
2022. Ordinance No. 6942021 AS AMENDED By
Council Member Polensek
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE To supplement
the Codified Ordinances
of Cleveland, Ohio 1976
by enacting new Section
135.13, related to disclosure of police use of
deadly force recordings.
WHEREAS, this Council
recognizes that transparency facilitates increased
trust between the City’s
Division of Police and
the citizens in the community; and WHEREAS,
public trust is necessary
for effective law enforcement; and WHEREAS, this
ordinance constitutes an
emergency measure providing for the immediate
preservation of the public
peace, property, health, or
safety in that the prompt
release of footage from a
City recording device of
police use of deadly force
will further the goals of

transparency and earned
trust.
Generally, Rule 404 of
the Federal Rules of Evidence prohibits evidence
of a person’s character or
character trait from being
admissible to prove that on
a particular occasion the
person acted in accordance
with the character or trait.
It also prohibits evidence of
any other crime, wrong, or
act from being admissible
to prove a person’s character in order to show that
on a particular occasion the
person acted in accordance
with the character.
However, Rule 406
provides that evidence of
a person’s habit may be
admitted to prove that on
a particular occasion, the
person acted in accordance
with the habit. The court
may admit this evidence
regardless of whether it is
corroborated or whether
there was an eyewitness.
It is explained that character evidence is of slight
probative value and may
be very prejudicial. It tends

to distract the trier of fact
from the main question of
what actually happened
on the particular occasion.
It subtly permits the trier
of fact to reward the good
man and to punish the bad
man because of their respective characters, despite
the evidence in the case
that shows what actually
happened. But in this case,
the probative value greatly
outweighs the one-sided
fact pattern that the purported criminal offers as an
explanation for the use of
force.
“I’ve been advocating
for this a long time,”
said Cleveland City
Councilman Michael

Polensek, who sponsored the legislation. “I
pushed for body cams
years ago. They are an
insurance policy for the
men and women who
serve our city. They are
an insurance policy for
our residents as well.
The camera doesn’t
lie.”
Yet, the camera does
not show the situation
that police face as they
confront a situation or
a purported criminal.
The camera starts at
“THE EVENT” and
hardly shows anything
else about the purported criminal.

More Halloween Pets!

Both Catelyn Cook’s cat, Mystic,
(above) and Ayah Ighneim’s dog,
Blueberry, (right) absolutely
rocked their dinosaur costumes
this year!
Photo by Catelyn Cook

Rachel Reinbolt’s rabbit, Trixie,
wants to wish everyone a Hoppy
Halloween!
Photo by Rachel Reinbolt
Photo by Ayah Ighneim
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